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later in the guise of scientific and rational Utilitarianism. Mean-
while, below the surface of political life, a rapid development of
industrial and economic organization was taking place. Both
utilitarian political institutions and what was left of Christian
morality were unable to adapt themselves to this new series of
problems. Throughout the nineteenth century this new prob-
lem was giving rise to a new movement, socialism. Socialism
was something very different from the negative liberalism which
we have seen to degenerate into representative democracy and
the unenlightened tyranny of majority decision. Socialism was
a religion and a philosophy: it set itself the task of providing
a new spiritual unity which is to replace Christianity in a world
where materialism and economics are believed to be the only
reality. If we reinterpret Comte's three stages, not as divided
in time but as representing three ways of interpreting the
problem of social organization in the West, we shall find that
they stand for the Christian interpretation, realistic because it
wishes to account for everything that is, idealistic because it
sees everything as the expression of a Divine creative power in
which everything finds its ultimate meaning; for the material-
istic interpretation which finds in an abstraction, matter and
physical force, the sufficient grounds for a Utopian regeneration
of mankind; and finally for what may be called the pragmatic
or utilitarian interpretation, which tries, so far without success,
to found social harmony on the combination of the idealism of
Christianity with a disbelief in the truths of the Christian faith
as radical as that of the materialists.

CHAPTER V

BOLSHEVISM

npHE previous chapters of this short study of modern social
JL theory should have made it clear to the reader that there
have been radical defects underlying an evolution which we
too easily term progressive. We have seen how the Renaissance
and Reformation gave their intellectual and religious blessing
to the failure in practice of the Christian theory of society